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Come To The Feast! 
Jesus was renowned for his meals – eating at Simon Peter’s house, feasting at the 

house of the tax-collector Levi, ‘showing his glory’ at the wedding feast of Cana, dining at 
the house of Simon the Leper, inviting himself to tea with Zacchaeus, feeding the five 
thousand, holding both a Last Supper and an Easter breakfast... Small wonder he got 
labelled as ‘a glutton and a drunkard’ by his opponents (who also dismissed John the 
Baptist, this time for not eating enough– Mt 11.18-19). 

The problem wasn’t that Jesus ate. Feasting is a big part of the Hebrew biblical 
tradition and itself a foretaste of salvation, as we hear in this Sunday’s first reading (Isa 
25.6-10a). The song of pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem for Passover and the other great 
feasts proclaims God as the one who prepares a table before us – and pours wine in such 
abundance that it overflows (See this Sunday’s psalm – Ps 23). For those who live in a 
subsistence economy, just about surviving from one harvest to the next, feasting has a 
power we can hardly appreciate in our consumer society – an act of exuberance and hope. 

The problem was that Jesus ate with the wrong people – with outcasts, the maimed, 
the shameful, public sinners, following his own dictum: “It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick.” And on top of that, he told stories like today’s parable of a king who 
gave a wedding feast for his Son (Mt 22.1-14). That story seems to have grown in the 
telling. Matthew introduces the memory of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 
AD 70 (v.7) and adds his trademark interest in dentistry at the end (all but one of the 
‘weeping and gnashing of teeth’ passages in the Gospels are only found in Matthew). 
  The story Jesus originally told was seemingly a simpler one. The King prepared a 
feast, sent out the invitations and then was met with a series of excuses. His response? 
He sent out his servants to the highways and byways “and gathered all whom they found, 
both bad and good,” so the wedding hall might be filled. This feast (like Jesus’ meals) isn’t 
a reward for good behaviour or a sign of respectability. The whole thing is one great 
outrageous act of mercy. 
  That’s what the Kingdom of God looks like, says Jesus – an invitation extended to 
everyone, whatever their story. Now we need to decide: do we want to be part of that? Or 
are we too respectable for such mercy and such joy? Stop trying to impress God and earn 
salvation, says Jesus. Just come to the feast and let it change you! 
                              Fr Rob 
 



Fr Rob writes: Certificates Of Catholic Practice 
Parents who have been granted Certificates of Catholic Practice (CPP) should have 
received an e-mail telling them to collect them at either of our Supplementary Information 
Form signing sessions (October 9 & 16). Parents who wish to discuss why they have not 
been granted a CPP can arrange to see Fr Rob on either of these two dates. Without any 
sort of record against which to compare parents’ declarations this year and given the 
impossibility of our clergy accurately assessing which of the 134 applicant families is 
attending or not, decisions have generally been made on the assumption of the honesty of 
those parental statements of frequency of attendance at Sunday Mass. Rightly or wrongly, 
it is Mass attendance which is the basis of the Catholic Education Service’s definition of 
‘Catholic Practice’). The current process of ‘signing in’ for parents of children in Year 5 
should mean that next year we should have a more objective measure. Please remember 
that the CPP is a supplementary piece of information in the admissions process. Nearly all 
places at SJB will be granted simply on the basis of attendance at feeder schools.  
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF 

THE SOUL OF 
Isabelle Le Marchant RIP 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
May she rest in peace 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE 
SICK especially for Michael Bolton 
(brother of Lynne Langan). 
 

PRISONERS' SUNDAY 
This Sunday is Prisoners’ Sunday – a day of prayer for the very large number held in 
prisons in the UK, for their families (who often suffer greatly as a result of their 
incarceration), for all who work in our prisons and for the victims of crime. Britain’s prisons 
are bulging at the seams (hence the government early-release scheme for prisoners). That 
means, in turn, that it is very hard to do the rehabilitative work which helps prisoners face 
their offending and deal with addiction and mental health issues. Our parish contains two 
prisons – HMP Coldingley and HMP Send. Parishioners volunteer in the chaplaincy at both 
and our priests celebrate mass at both each month. PACT (The Prison Advice and Care 
Trust) is the Catholic charity which works in prisons, providing support to help prisoners 
build healthy relationships, keep families in touch and work with people on probation. You 
can read more about their work here: www.prisonadvice.org.uk/latest/events/prisoners-
sunday-2026/ We are holding a retiring collection for PACT this weekend. You can gift-aid 
donations (only) by using the charity’s own envelopes or the QR code on the poster. 

BAPTISMS 
Please pray for Victoria, Nora, Willow, Liam, Kasper, Imogen, Somkenechukwu, Isaac, 
Amelia and Leah who will be baptised this weekend. Please pray also for their parents and 
godparents. 

CONFIRMATION PARENT AND CANDIDATE MEETING 
Please note there will be a meeting this Tuesday, 13th October, at 7pm in St Dunstan’s 
church for prospective candidates and their parents.  

REFRESHMENTS AFTER THE ST DUNSTAN'S SUNDAY 5.30 pm MASS 
There will be refreshments after the Sunday 5.30 pm Mass next weekend, Sunday October 
18th. 



THE ORDINATION OF OUR NEW BISHOP 
Fr Stephen Wang will be ordained on Monday, October 19. There is a great tradition in the 
Catholic community of praying a ‘Novena’  (9 days of prayer) before important events. This 
prayer will be prayed at mass every day in the coming week. We invite you to include it in 
your personal prayer-times, too. 

PRAYER FOR OUR BISHOP-ELECT 

'O God, eternal and loving Shepherd, 
we bless and thank you for the appointment of your servant, Stephen, 

to our Diocese of Arundel and Brighton. 
May your Holy Spirit grace him with a spirit of counsel and fortitude, 

a spirit of knowledge and piety, 
so that he may gently and courageously sanctify, teach and govern 

the Church of Arundel and Brighton as we work together to build up the kingdom of 
heaven. 

May he be a shepherd after your own heart, 
who, with compassion and wise discernment, will care for 

and lead your people with the joy of the Gospel. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.' 
And if you want to learn more about our new Chief Shepherd, we have copies of his two 
books, ‘Ways Of Praying’ and ‘How To Discover Your Vocation’, in the repository rack at 
St Dunstan’s. 

MASS OF WELCOME FOR BISHOP STEPHEN 
24th October, 11.30am, Worth Abbey 

Following his episcopal ordination on 19th October at Arundel Cathedral, Bishop 
Stephen will celebrate a special Mass of Welcome at Worth Abbey. We have a few tickets 
remaining for St Dunstan's and St Hugh's parishioners to attend the Mass, travelling to 
Worth by coach along with parishioners from the rest of our Deanery. 
 The coach will depart from St Dunstan's Church at 9.30am (please assemble at 
9.15am). The coach will leave Worth Abbey at 2.30 pm, arriving back at St Dunstan's at 
about 3.45 pm. There will be limited parking for Blue Badge holders. Please let us know if 
you have a Blue Badge and would like to be allocated parking at Worth. 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
‘One in Christ, united in mission’ Pope Leo XIV 

Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday and the Holy Father invites all Catholics to support 
Missio – his charity for world mission – through a special collection. This day of prayer, 
solidarity and giving unites Catholics worldwide to share the Good News of God’s love 
which has the power to transform lives and heal our world. To donate, use the Missio 
envelopes, call 020 7821 9755 (office hours) or visit missio.org.uk to give a gift, set up a 
Direct Debit and Gift Aid your donation if possible. Many parishioners support MISSIO 
through having a Red Box in their home. If you have one, please bring it to the church for 
emptying and leave it with the Parish Office or a Welcomer at Mass. If you would like one, 
please collect one on World Mission Sunday. Thank you. 



 



CAFOD Family Fast Day Appeal this Harvest 
You can still donate to our Family Fast Day parish collection. Put your faith into action 

and share the Lord’s love by supporting our global neighbours experiencing shortages of 
food and safe water. Your gift can support children like Tayla in Zimbabwe to stay in school 
by helping communities and schools provide nourishing meals, improve access to water 
and grow food in school gardens. Use the CAFOD envelope in church, donate online at 
cafod.org.uk/envelope or call 0303 303 3030 

Due to an internet outage last Sunday at St Hugh’s, the Dona 
machine was not functioning. The CAFOD tab on the Dona machine will 
be in place for a couple of weeks to enable donations to be 
made.  Alternatively, you can donate direct at cafod.org.uk or visit the 
parish website and follow ‘Ways to Give’, ‘Donate with Dona’ and then 
select a category. The above is available at all times and has many 
categories available to receive donations. 

BABY LOSS AWARENESS MONTH 
Last Wednesday a beautiful and very moving 'Liturgy of Remembrance and Healing' 

was held at St Dunstan's for all who have been touched by miscarriage, stillbirth and infant 
loss. 
 A tree of remembrance now stands in the prayer corner near the statue of St Joseph 
in St Dunstan's church, along with little hearts on which to write a child's name. It will remain 
there for the duration of October. 
 The 10am Mass on Thursday, October 22 will be celebrated for the intentions of 
parents who have lost a child. 
 On behalf of the parish, we extend our heartfelt thanks to Annabel and Tamesin for 
their thoughtfulness and care in organising the liturgy and supporting everyone who 
attended. 

UPCOMING FUNERALS 
Requiem Mass for Mrs Loveness Maminya-Clipson RIP at St Dunstan's Church on Friday 
16th October at 11 am.  

Requiem Mass for Mrs Maria Gloria Rough RIP at St Dunstan's Church on Friday 23rd 
October at 11.30 am. 

ADVERTISE IN THE PARISH MAGAZINE 
Did you know that Parish Magazine reaches approximately 1,500 to 2,000 readers with 
each edition? There is now space available for you to promote your business to our 
community. It’s a wonderful opportunity to reach the Woking Catholic Community, starting 
from as little as £18! Plus, your advertisement helps the Parish and is tax-deductible! For 
more information, please email the editor at wokingcatholicmagazine@gmail.com 

PARISH MAGAZINE - CHRISTMAS WISHES 
We are reviving the tradition of giving parishioners a free chance to share their Christmas 
wishes in the Advent and Christmas edition of the parish magazine. To participate, please 
send your Christmas greeting to the magazine's editor via email 
at wokingcatholicmagazine@gmail.com. The deadline for submissions is Tuesday, 27 
October. 



ST HUGH'S PARISH OFFICE: Change to opening times 
There will be a change to the St Hugh's Parish office opening times. The office will now be 
open on Tuesdays 9.30 -11.30 and on Fridays 9-11. You can always contact the office 
using either knaphill@abdiocese.org.uk or woking@abdiocese.org.uk or by calling 01483 
760652. 

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
SJB Applications for September 2027 entry into Year 7 
If you have been granted a CCP please collect it from St Dunstan's Church on Friday 16th 
October between 6 and 8 pm. If you are applying for another Catholic Secondary School 
which requires a Priest's Signature on a SIF, you are invited to bring these along at the 
same time. Please bring your completed SIF(s) along with a copy of the Baptism Certificate 
(or Certificate of Reception if appropriate). 
SJB Applications for September 2028 entry into Year 7 
Signing in began last weekend weekend. If you would like to register for a signing in sheet 
please fill out the following form https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/NZTURqd10Q.  

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH FOR THOSE SPENDING CHRISTMAS ALONE 
If you are likely to be on your own this Christmas, you are warmly invited to join us for a 
relaxed and friendly Christmas Day lunch with others from across the parish and deanery. 
This gathering is especially for anyone who may be spending the day alone and would 
appreciate company, conversation, and a shared festive meal. 

Date: 25 December 2026 
Time: Arrival from 12.30pm for a 1.15pm start 
Venue: St Dunstan’s Catholic Primary School, Woking, GU22 7AX 

Places are limited, so if you would like to come, please let us know by completing the sign 
up form which will be available in the Narthex at St Dunstan’s from the weekend of 17th 
October 2026. We would be delighted to welcome you. 

GARDENING AT ST HUGH'S 
Saturday 10 October 9.30am-11.00am - please bring your own gardening tools.  All 
welcome. 

SHINE BRIGHT! JOIN OUR ‘ALL SAINTS’ LIGHT PARTY 
Looking for a fun, faith-filled alternative to Halloween? 

Families are warmly invited to our parish Light Party on Saturday 31st October from 3.30pm 
to 5.30pm in the function room at St Dunstan’s. We will celebrate Jesus as the Light of the 
World and honour the Saints with an evening of glow-in-the-dark games, stained-glass 
crafts, and a "Saintly" feast! Dress code: Come dressed as your favourite Saint, an angel, 
or simply wear your brightest clothes! (No scary costumes, please). Who: Open to all 
children aged 4 to 10 and their families. Please note, children must be supervised by an 
adult at all times. RSVP: To help us cater for food, glow sticks and activities it would be 
helpful if you could register your intention to attend by completing this form: 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9G6qNjtN67. Cost: a donation of £2 per child will help us to 
cover the cost of resources. This can be given in cash on the door. 
 



ST HUGH'S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR: SATURDAY 21st NOVEMBER - 11.00am-2.00pm 
Thank you to the parishioner who kindly covered the cost of the 1st prize in the Grand 

Draw and the printing of the Grand Draw tickets - we are very grateful to you and thank you 
for your generosity. 

As we start our preparations for the Bazaar, can you help with any of the following? 
- We would love to hear from employees who work for major employers in the UK who 

offer match funding schemes where they match money raised by employees to 
registered charities  (you just have to be part of a team running a stall!).  Contact your 
HR department and ask if they operate Matched Giving or check your company's 
internal intranet/CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) portal.  If you can help, please 
contact woking@abdiocese.org.uk asap. 

- A box will be in the narthex soon to receive donations of bottles for the tombola, 
unwanted Christmas/birthday gifts, unused toiletries, fancy goods, jewellery, 
new/very good nearly new children’s toys, wrapped sweets, party packs of Haribo. 
Please NO foodstuffs, household, electrical equipment, clothing. Cakes will be very 
welcome on the day. 

- We would particularly welcome Lindt Lindor chocolates for a particular game. 
- Grand Draw tickets will be on sale shortly at £5 a book. 
- If you can help run a stall or are willing to sponsor as above, please 

contact pfc.knaphill@abdiocese.org.uk 
As always, we are very grateful for your support. 
 
A Message from Alice Boyles: As last year I plan to make chutney for the cake stall. I 
would be grateful for donations of small jars. Please place them in the tray provided in St 
Hugh's narthex. Thank you. 

ST DUNSTAN'S CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Appeal for Volunteers for the St Dunstan's Christmas Fair: 

We are pleased to announce that our 30th Christmas Fair will be on Saturday 28th 
November 2026. As always, we need volunteers to help make it a fun and successful event 
to help raise money for our charities. So how about volunteering to help: 

 sell raffle tickets before and after Mass from 17th October (30 minutes before and 10 
minutes after any weekend mass) 

 sort items donated for the fair (an hour or two mainly on Mondays) 
 set up before the fair on Friday 27th November (an hour between 11am-2pm) 
 help run a stall on 28th November 
 clear up after the fair on Saturday and/or Sunday evening 

To Volunteer please complete the form https://bit.ly/StDunstansChristmas2026 or contact 
Lara: 07466 763 735 laraspereira23@gmail.com 

FOSD ANNUAL FIREWORKS EXTRAVAGANZA 
Saturday 17th October at St Dunstan's School 

Doors Open 6pm, Fireworks at 8pm. Bar, BBQ, Candy Floss and Cafe plus Sicilian Food. 
Tickets £7.50 per adult, £6.50 per child available from pta-events.co.uk/fosd/  
 



“The People’s Emergency Briefing” 
Thank you to all those who attended our screening of “The People’s Emergency Briefing” 
at St Dunstan’s Church on Tuesday. Over 100 parishioners and members of the general 
public gathered to view expert evidence on the impact and likely consequences of climate 
change for the UK. The discussions afterwards were animated and thought-provoking. If 
you would like to see this important film, there is another screening taking place at St 
Saviour’s Church in Guildford on Saturday 14th November. 
Visit www.nebriefing.org/screening-map to find details of that and other viewings. 

Open Meeting on Tuesday 13th October at 7.30pm at St Dunstan’s Church 
All are most welcome to our next LiveSimply meeting on Tuesday 13th October at 7.30pm 
in the library at St Dunstan’s Church. We shall be reviewing our projects and formulating 
plans for next year. Do come and meet the team and share your ideas. Any help, however 
limited, is very welcome. 

Overseas Project Jackpot Club - Ikutha, Kenya 
The October draw will be held after the 6:00pm Mass on Saturday 17th October 

Will you be a winner? 
Join the Jackpot Club and help Sister Munanie (The Poor Servants of the Mother of God) 
support the struggling community of Ikutha, Kenya, with sustainable farming in these times 
of drought. You can join at any time to be included in the next month’s draw. Please collect 
a registration form from the Narthex or contact Vida at livesimply@st-dunstans.org 
For more tips, blogs, resources, and links to local events, visit our LiveSimply Award 
website livesimplywoking.org. Please feel free to make suggestions or get involved, by 
contacting our team through the website or at livesimply@st-dunstans.org 

ST DUNSTAN'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL - JOB VACANCY 
Teaching Assistant - part time 

Hours of work: St. Dunstan’s School Term time Monday – Friday: 09:00 - 1.15pm (21.25 
hours per week) for 38 weeks per year. Salary £12,435.00 per annum. Range: Surrey 3. 
Application forms are available to download from eTeach or from the school’s website 
under staff vacancies: www.stdunstans.surrey.sch.uk Please forward completed 
applications to echamberlain@stdunstans.surrey.sch.uk. For queries about the role, the 
hours or the pay, please contact our Deputy Headteacher Mrs G Armstrong 
deputy@stdunstans.surrey.sch.uk or by telephone on 01483 715190. Closing date for 
applications: Thursday 15th October 2026. Interviews will be held: week commencing 
Monday 19th October 2026. We reserve the right to close this vacancy early if we receive 
sufficient applications for the role. Therefore, if you are interested, we encourage you to 
please submit your application as early as possible. 
St. Dunstan's Catholic Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people in its care and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful candidate 
will be required to undertake or currently hold an enhanced DBS disclosure. All applicants must have the right to 
live and work in the UK. 
 



WOKING PEOPLE OF FAITH 
Faith to Faith: Forgiveness - An interfaith conversation 

Thursday 15th October, 7.30 pm, Friends Meeting House, 4 Park Road, GU22 7DB. 
A focused evening of listening, reflection and exchange on the topic of forgiveness. Light 
refreshments provided, parking available, all very welcome.  

 

WOKING IRISH ASSOCIATION -  Dance FRIDAY 16th October at 8pm 
At New Haw Social Club, 48 Woodham Lane, Addlestone KT15 3NA. Music by Gronya & 
Daryl. All welcome! Cash  (at the door). Need more info: Kathy 07835 258559  

 

WINTERSHALL NATIVITY - 15th - 20th DECEMBER 
Attendees can discover the true meaning of Christmas with an unforgettable immersive 
event for all the family. They stand with the shepherds, walk with Mary, Joseph and the 
donkey, journey with Roman soldiers and enter the stable to watch the miracle unfold. Book 
tickets at https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/the-nativity-journey/  

 

DIOCESAN EVENTS AND NOTICES 
The Abbot Stephen Ortiger Memorial Concert is being held on 22nd November at 
7.15pm at Worth Abbey. Cost £16.50 per person. Net proceeds from this event will be 
split 50:50 between the Fr Stephen Ortiger Bursary Fund and the Diocese of Arundel & 
Brighton Lourdes Pilgrimage. To book tickets visit tinyurl.com/abbatial-requiem. 
 

LIVESTREAM INFORMATION 
 Services from St Dunstan's Church are streamed by ChurchServicesTV 
Services from St Hugh of Lincoln are streamed on YouTube 

 
SUNDAY READINGS 

Isaiah 25:6-10; Ps 23; Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20; Matthew 22:1-14. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
St Dunstan’s Church After the Saturday 10.00 am Mass or by Appointment 
St Hugh of Lincoln Church After the Saturday 10.00 am Mass or before the Saturday 
Vigil Mass, 5.15pm to 5.45pm 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
Thank you for the St Dunstan's collection last week of £5,155.15. Thank you for the 

collection at St Hugh's last week of £704.00. There will be retiring collection this weekend 
on Prisoners' Sunday for PACT and envelopes are available in both churches. 
 Please consider setting up a monthly standing order and sign up for GiftAid which 
adds a further 25% at no cost to you if you are a UK taxpayer. The forms to set up GiftAid 
to St Dunstan's Church are available on the GiftAid table in the narthex or the parish 
website. To set up GiftAid for St Hugh's Church visit sthughoflincoln.com/gift-aid-giving/ for 
the forms and more details. 



MARRIAGES 
Couples wishing to get married in a Catholic Church are reminded to give a 
year’s notice of their intention to allow adequate time to prepare for the life-
changing promises that they are making and so that the parish community 
can support you on your journey. To enquire about being married at either St 
Dunstan's or St Hugh's, please use the QR code. Thank you. 

 

BAPTISMS 
Parents wishing to apply for baptism for their infant or pre-school child to take 
place at St Dunstan's or St Hugh's, please submit an application using the QR 
code. Most celebrations of Baptism take place on the second Saturday of the 
month at St Dunstan's and the last Sunday of the month at St Hugh's.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woking Catholic Website: www.wokingcatholic.church 
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Shaftesbury Road, Woking, GU22 7DT; 01483 760652 
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Safeguarding: sg1.woking@abdiocese.org.uk  
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